
[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.jpg]


Annual Meeting Coming Up!

DCFF Annual Meeting will again be held at the Alva Township Office on March ___, 2007.  The speaker will be ________  More information to follow.  

                             Happy Holidays!!
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DeKalb County Farmland Foundation Winter, 2006-7





NEWSLETTER





Work Day at Afton a Success!





Several  of us from DCFF met at Afton Forest Preserve in September and helped plant, MANY native grasses in the Prairie restoration project.  DCFF and the DeKalb County Forest Preserve provided lunch for about 25 volunteers.  
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Annual Meeting Coming Up! Reserve the Date.





DCFF Annual Meeting will again be held at the Afton Township Hall in Elva on March 17, 2007.  The speaker to be announced.  More information to follow.  
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Working for our grandchildren’s food


DeKalb Co. Farmland Foundation


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dcff.org" ��www.dcff.org� /� HYPERLINK "mailto:dcff@dcff.org" ��dcff@dcff.org� /(815)756-2580








Our Mission is to help preserve farmland in our County for the benefit of current and future generations.  





We do this in a number of ways through:


I. Education: 


brochures, talks


appearances at City and County meetings,


discussions with City and County officials and planners,


small ads in the local newspapers maintenance of an informative website,


letters to the editor





II.  Conservation Easements/Purchase of Development Rights/Land Trusts:


development of strategies with willing landowners for preservation of their land as farmland and open space.








The DCFF has several new initiatives:


We are raising money through donations and grants to hire an intern who will help with the paperwork so the Board can spend more time on our mission.


We are discussing with the County the possibility of budgeting money for farmland preservation at least comparable to that of economic development .


We are planning more gatherings for our members: including picnics and more workdays with the County Forest Preserve.


We will be letting you know of possible short volunteer jobs such as help with mailings that you can also contribute if you wish.


We hope you will continue to support DCFF and take part in our activities.  Be sure to check our website from time to time! !   � HYPERLINK "http://www.dcff.org" ��www.dcff.org�














___  Yes, I wish to continue my support!   





$_____($ 25 minimum dues) 





$_____ Simonson Scholarship


      (we hope to give our first scholarship this next year if fund keeps growing)





$______Easement Defense 


   


$______General Donation


Checks payable to DCFF








____  Please Contact me for future social and workday events








I would like to be more active in preserving farmland by


____ serving on the board


____ serving on a subcommittee


____ helping with newsletter mailing


____helping with office work


________________________________


Name ________________________________


Address


________________________________ 





_________________________________


Phone


________________________________  Email (print clearly) This would save us postage!


We will NOT give out our list to anyone else.


Please cut out and return to  DCFF, Box 375,  DeKalb, IL 60115








You are our contact with those who may want to learn more about Conservation Easements.  Tell your friends about our mission and that we have that information.   AND visit our website!   � HYPERLINK "http://www.dcff.org" ��www.dcff.org�


See next page for recent list of donors and members.











THANK YOU TO OUR Fall 2006 New/Renewed MEMBERS/DONORS!  DeKalb County Farmland Foundation depends on its grassroots membership!  (full voting membership consists of a minimum$25 annual contribution , residency in or ownership of farmland in DeKalb county, and signing a statement annually in support of DCFF purpose. (Out of County Supporters are a HUGE lifeblood to DCFF and your contributions and donations help us keep DeKalb County our reserve for future generation sustainability.P  Anonyhmous donors are welcome—please let us know and we’ll honor your wishes.








List of members and donors: 


September –December





R. J. Hunyard


Clarence & Veronica Casella


Helen Ruud Trust


Stanley Trail


DavidHamilton


PatriciaTuecke


Virginia Lovering


Gary Riippi


Irving Krauss


Joseph Pasteris


Geri Gorski


Donna Gorski


Averil Schreiber


Wallace McAllister


Cecil & Al Meyers








Definitions: 


From the  American Farmland Trust Farmland Information Center � HYPERLINK "http://www.farmlandinfo.org/" ��http://www.farmlandinfo.org/�





Conservation Easement:  “a deed restriction landowners voluntarily place on their property to protect resources such as productive agricultural land, ground and surface water, wildlife habitat, historic sites or scenic views.  They are used by landowners (“grantors” to authorize a qualified conservation organization or public agency (“grantee”) to monitor and enforce the restrictions set forth in the agreement.  Conservation easements are flexible documents tailored to each property and the needs of individual landowners.  They cover either an entire parcel or portions of a property.  The land-owner usually works with the prospective grantee to decide which activities should be limited to protect specific resources.  Agricultural conservation easements are designed to keep land available for farming.”
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The Board meets the 2nd Thursday of each month at 7 pm at American Natl Bank.








Have You Noticed our MidWeek Blurbs?


DCFF is trying to become more visible in the Community.  One of the ways is to have a small blurb (1 column x 1 inch) in the MidWeek on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  Examples are in the boxes in this Newsletter Look for them and make suggestions for future ones to Pat Vary, � HYPERLINK "mailto:pvary@niu.edu" ��pvary@niu.edu�, or 787-2502.  








New Conservation Easement Tax Benefits Passed!! 


Congress approved a tremendous expansion of the federal conservation tax incentive for conservation easement donations.  The President signed it into law in August.


This is a great victory for conservation!





The new law:


Raises the deduction a landowner can take for donating a conservation easement from 30% of adjusted gross income in any year to 50%


Allows qualifying farmers and ranchers to deduct up to 100% of their income, provided the land remains available for agriculture plroduction.


Increases the number of years over which a donor can take tax deduction or a voluntary conservation agreement from 5 to 15 years.


Only applies to easements donated in 2006 and 2007.





These tax benefits offer an unprecedented opportunity to conserve the lands we cherish and preserve America’s traditional land uses. BUT there is a brief window of opportunity.





For more information about conservation easements call us at 756-2580 and/or see our website  � HYPERLINK "http://www.dcff.org" ��http://www.dcff.org�.
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